Rules for Participation

All teams participating in the 2024 National Science Olympiad Tournament are required to comply with the following rules.

1. Participating teams staying overnight in a MSU residence facility must assign adult chaperones to reside with the youth in residence halls at a 1:5 ratio for participants ages 5 and under, a 1:6 ratio for participants aged 6 – 8 years, a 1:8 ratio for participants aged 9-14 years, and a 1:10 ratio for participants aged 15 – 18 years. Chaperones will stay on the same floor as the youth and will assist MSU staff in maintaining a safe environment.  Participating teams are solely responsible for ensuring that their prospective chaperones are vetted, capable, and that they do not themselves pose a danger or risk of harm of any kind to the participants.
2. All adults working or volunteering with your team will comply with the Conduct Rules for Youth Program Staff and Volunteers, a copy of which is attached. The team coach will brief and provide a copy of these documents to all adults working or volunteering with the team at the Tournament.
3. All adults working or volunteering at the Tournament will report suspected child abuse/neglect, sexual assault, or child pornography to the appropriate officials in accordance with the University Reporting Protocol: Child Abuse and Other Harm to Children document, a copy of which is attached. The team coach will brief and provide a copy of this document to adults working or volunteering at the Tournament.   
4. In the event that participants or chaperones from a team are deemed to be disruptive to the safety or operation of this event and requires dismissal from the event, the chaperones must transport the team member(s) from the event immediately. In the event the team’s chaperones are unavailable to transport dismissed team member(s) in a timely manner, the governing school district and/or participants’ parents/guardians will be contacted to make immediate plans to transport the participants from the dismissed team.
5. In the event that a team is dismissed from this event, the program hosts from Michigan State University and NSO will convene and make contact with the school district to discuss any applicable consequences, including but not limited to disqualification from participating in future events.
